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Readings in Biblical Counseling is an opportunity for exposure to current works in the field that students are not likely to have experienced as course textbooks.
	
Course Description

The purpose of this course is to broaden the student’s spectrum regarding methodology, recent developments and theoretical implications for the integration of psychology and theology

Course Objectives

Upon successful completion of this you, you will be able to:

(1) Identify the principles useful in practice 

(2) Identify advancement in understanding human problems theologically

(3) Identify and acquire homework for biblical counseling

(4) Build an awareness of authors writing in the field

(5) More effectively utilizing Scripture in the counseling office 

Required Texts

In addition to these books, there will be one more book you select for completing the final paper of the course. See the Course Requirements below.

Baker, Ernie. Marry Wisely, Marry Well, Shepherd Press, Wapwallopen, Pennsylvania, 2016. 185 pages
ISBN-10: 163342118X

Reading strategy: You should be able to explain each of the elements of his general model for marrying well. You will write a letter to your 19-year college freshman cousin convincing her to read this book. No more than three pages.

Emlet, Michael R. Crosstalk. Greensboro, NC: New Growth Press, 2009. 112 pages
ISBN-13: 978-1-935273-12-7

Reading strategy: Emlet’s book gives a very good overview of how the Scriptures can be used responsibly by a biblical counselor. Take note of how Emlet connects the counselee’s life story and problem with the Bible’s redemptive story line. You will write and submit a lecture to deliver to your Lay Counseling class extolling the value of Emlet’s contribution. This lecture should be in a sentence outline form. No more than three pages.

Lambert, Heath. A Theology of Biblical Counseling: The Doctrinal Foundations of Counseling Ministry. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2016. 352 pages
ISBN-10: 0310518164

Reading strategy: Since Adams launched the modern biblical counseling movement in 1970, biblical counselors have tenaciously argued that counseling is a ministry of the Word, just like preaching or missions. As ministry, counseling must be defined according to biblical theology rather than secular principles of psychology. Lambert in effect offers volume two of Adams Theology of Counseling. You will not write an article of the Biblical Counseling Coalition blog in which you cite and develop three points at which Lambert advances the movement theologically. No more than five pages.

Emlet, Michael. Descriptions and Prescriptions: A Biblical Perspective on Psychiatric Diagnoses and Medications. Greensboro, NC: New Growth Press: 2017. 112 pages
ISBN-10: 194527011X

Reading strategy: Emlet sheds light on how our cultural context influences our reading of Scripture and in turn our reading of culture. As you read, look for how your reading of Scripture might have been skewed because of your assumptions in both directions. You will write an essay on how you have viewed these matters and how you appraised your assumptions from reading this book. Finish with a paragraph as to how your approach will or will not change regarding these matters.

Wilbourne, Rankin and John Ortberg. Union with Christ: The Way to Know and Enjoy God. Colorado Springs, CO: David C. Cook: 2016. 320 pages.
ISBN-10: 1434709388

Reading strategy: Wilbourne shines a spotlight on an often-overlooked doctrine for the counseling office. Write a two-page essay on the impact this book will have on your counseling process.

https://www.ccef.org/journal-of-biblical-counseling Obtain a subscription of your choice. Submit a copy of your receipt. Then read an article of your choice and submit with your receipt a review of the article.

Logos Research: Using your Logos system, complete a study on Greek φαρμακεύς and Hebrew כְּשָׁפִים, ,לָטִים and לְהָטִים. Write a two-page essay interacting with Emlet’s work.




Course Requirements

(1) Read the required texts.

(2) Attend/participate in the seminars—dates determined in first class. During the seminars you will be asked to summarize a paper you have complete and field questions. I will moderate.

(3) Complete all papers delineated above with textbooks. 

(4) Complete Logos study.



Course Grading

Participation in seminars: 20% of the grade
Papers: 70% of the grade (14% for each paper)
Logos paper: 10% of the grade



BTS FORMAT AND STYLE STANDARDS
BTS uses the Turabian style of formatting as a standard for papers. However, students should regard individual professor preferences if they communicate any variance in outlining their requirements for papers. Professors retain discretion in determining how “formal” a paper must be.  In this technological age, information is readily available; make sure that you understand about giving reference sources the proper recognition. Please refer to the BTS Student Handbook section on plagiarism for guidance.
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