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COURSE PURPOSE
This course is a focused study of the defense of the Christian faith. Topics discussed will include
apologetic methodology, arguments for God’s existence, the infallibility of Scripture, and key
doctrines of Christ, and responses to several major objections to the Christian faith. This course
is required for M.A.A., M.DIV., M.A.B.C., M.A.M., M.A.B.S., C.A., C.MIS.
COURSE OBJECTIVES
1. The study will be able to identify key elements of apologetic methodologies in terms of
principles and practice while evaluating their strengths and weaknesses. From these
methodologies the student will identify the methodology that he feels most comfortable
using.
2. The student will be able to identify major objections to key elements of the Christian faith, to
describe the underlying philosophy or rational behind these objections, and to answer these
objections in such a way that the Christian faith becomes a viable option for the one
objecting to it.
3. The student will identify areas of doubt in his own life concerning the Christian faith and will
formulate a Christian response to at least one of those doubts.
COURSE TEXTS
Required Texts:
Groothuis, Douglas, Christian Apologetics: A Comprehensive Case for Biblical Faith, IVP
Academic. ISBN: 978-0-83083-935-3
Keller, Timothy, The Reason for God: Belief in an Age of Skepticism, Riverhead Books.
ISBN: 978-1-59448-349-3 (This text is not required for Certificate students.)
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Collateral Texts:
Frame, John M., Apologetics to the Glory of God, P&R Publishers. ISBN: 0-87552-243-2
McDowell, Josh, A Ready Defense, Thomas Nelson Publishers. ISBN: 0-8407-4419-6
Moreland, J.P., Scaling the Secular City: A Defense of Christianity, Baker Book House,
ISBN: 0-8010-6222-5
Sproul, R.C., John Gerstner, Arthur Lindsley, Classical Apologetics, Zondervan. ISBN:
25986-44951
COURSE REQUIREMENTS
1. Class attendance and participation. More than two unexcused absences drops the final grade
by one letter grade.
2. Completion of reading assignments on time, according to the Course Outline. Each class
may begin with a short quiz over the reading assignment.
3. Three two to three page papers. These papers are to be short, concise, but precise. The
topics for these papers are to come from the twelve scenarios described in the Appendix A. If
the student has an issue, other than one of those in the Appendix A, that he would like to
answer, he must first secure permission from the instructor.
4. An apologetic project. Select one of the following projects:
* Engage with an unbeliever on an apologetic level. He/she may be someone you know or
a stranger on the Internet or street. Record your conversation by way of text, audio, or
video. Please remember that you represent Christ and use common sense as well.
The exchange needs to be of a reasonable length: roughly 3-5 pages if in text or 5-10
minutes if recorded.
* Prepare an apologetics presentation. This presentation can be on any topic from the
material we have studied. Use audio/visual, PowerPoint or Keynote, handouts, lecture,
games, or whatever else you can think of to make the presentation convincing to your
audience. Presentation should be 10-15 minutes long.
* This Apologetic Project is not required for Certificate students.
5. Final exam.
COURSE GRADING
Quizzes over reading assignments
Three short papers
Apologetic project
Final exam

–
–
–
–

20%
30%
25%
25%

The Student Handbook contains information on late assignments, grade scale, and attendance.
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BTS FORMAT AND STYLE STANDARDS
BTS uses the Turabian style of formatting as a standard for papers. However, students should
regard individual professor preferences if they communicate any variance in outlining their
requirements for papers. Professors retain discretion in determining how “formal” a paper must
be. In this technological age, information is readily available; make sure that you understand
about giving reference sources the proper recognition. Please refer to the BTS Student Handbook
section on plagiarism for guidance.
Proper planning and timely completion of assignments is crucial.
COURSE OUTLINE
January 23 – Introduction to Apologetics and class notes from The Mind Changers by Em Griffin
January 30 – Groothuis pp. 15-94
February 6 – Groothuis pp. 95-167
February 13 – Groothuis pp. 171-239
February 20 – Groothuis pp. 240-329; first paper due
February 27 – Groothuis pp. 330-417
March 5 – Spring Break
March 12 – Groothuis pp. 418-506; second paper due
March 19 – Groothuis pp. 507-563
March 26 – Groothuis pp. 567-598
April 2 – Groothuis pp. 599-613; third paper due
April 9 – Discuss Christian response to Abortion and Homosexuality; discuss and evaluate Part I
of Keller’s The Reason for God
April 16 – Discuss and evaluate Part II of Keller’s The Reason for God; go over individual
projects
April 23 – Final Exam
May 6 – Grades Due
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APPENDIX A
Apologetics Project
Choose three of the following and write a two to three page essay as instructed:
1. Your Christian friend Bob notices you reading The Reason for God and asks you what it’s
about. When you tell him, he says, “Aww, you don’t need to waste your time reading that
stuff! You’re not going to convince anybody to believe with arguments. It’s all a matter of
faith anyway.” Write an essay in which you respond to Bob’s remarks. Define apologetics
and its biblical basis. Explain the relationship between faith and reason, and make a case for
how and why he should defend his faith.
2. Your friend Doug is an atheist. He believes that God does not exist. He knows, however,
that you are a firm believer. One day he says to you, “Okay, if you’re so sure that there is a
God, then prove it to me. Show me some evidence for God’s existence!” Write an essay in
which you thoroughly present and defend what you take to be the strongest or most
persuasive argument for God’s existence. Be sure to consider possible objections to your
argument.
3. You are sharing the Gospel with Sam, a new friend. You have mentioned some of the
miracles in the Bible. Sam interrupts you and says, “What you have said is nice, but I have a
hard time believing in these miracles. Haven’t philosophers like David Hume proven that
miracles don’t happen or that it’s unwise to believe in them?” Write an essay in which you
lay out Hume’s arguments against miracles, and then show Sam where these arguments go
wrong. Also give any positive arguments you can for the rationality of believing in miracles.
4. Sam has been convinced by your defense of miracles, but when you start talking about the
life of Jesus, he is not so sure about the historical reliability of the Gospels. “Haven’t
scholars shown that the Gospels are unhistorical, full of legends made up by the early
church?” Write an essay in which you answer Sam’s question. Make a case for the historical
reliability of the Gospels, and explain why the early church didn’t make up stories about
Jesus.
5. Sam is still hanging in there! He says, “Okay, I understand that miracles are possible. And I
will grant you that the New Testament is basically reliable as an historical record. But, that’s
still a long way from saying that Jesus is God and believing that he rose from the dead and all
that.” Write an essay in which you meet Sam’s challenge. Make a case for Jesus’ claim to
be God and for His resurrection.
6. Your atheist friend Doug is back. This time he wants to know why you can be so silly as to
believe the Bible. “It’s full of contradictions and errors,” he says. Then he rattles off a few
alleged errors in the Bible. Respond to Doug’s accusation by picking two “Bible difficulties”
(use ones not discussed by your instructor) and write an essay that explains why they are not
errors after all.
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7. You are leading a Bible study on the Gospel of John, and you have come to John 14:6, where
Jesus claims to be the only way to God. Bart, a first-time visitor to the study, asks you a
question, “How can you believe that Jesus is the only way? Isn’t that intolerant and
arrogant? And aren’t all religions equally valid anyway---just different paths to the same
place?” Write an essay answering Bart’s questions about religious pluralism and
exclusivism.
8. Jane is another atheist, a friend of Doug’s. She knows that you are a Christian (you are mild
acquaintances). One day, she corners you at the local coffee shop and says, “I just can’t
understand how you can believe in God. Don’t you know it’s just a psychological crutch?”
Write an essay in which you respond to the idea that belief in God is a psychological crutch.
9. Your Christian friend Katie has been studying a lot of history. She has noticed that much of
history is filled with violence, disease, and death. This knowledge has shaken her faith in
God. She asks you, “I cannot understand how God, if he is all-powerful and all-good, could
allow these things. Is it reasonable to believe in God when there is evil in the world?” Write
an essay in which you answer Katie’s concerns about the problem of evil.
10. You meet Ali, a Muslim, and engage him in conversation. He tells you that the Qur’an is
divinely inspired because it is the most excellent of books. “No human could have written
this book,” he says. “It must have God for its author.” Moreover, he tells you that, unlike
the Bible, the Qur’an has been perfectly preserved throughout history, further authenticating
the Qur’an’s divine inspiration. Write an essay in which you respond to Ali’s arguments.
11. Your friend Mary has just read Greg Boyd’s book, God of the Possible, in which he argues
that God does not have exhaustive foreknowledge of the future. Mary is confused now about
what to believe. She has always thought that God knew the future completely, but now she
wonders if she has misread the Bible. She asks you about some key biblical texts that seem
to suggest that God does not know what free creatures will do in the future and that God
sometimes changes his mind or regrets what he did (e.g., Gen. 22:12; 6:6; 1 Sam. 15:10; Jer.
3: 6-7). Write an essay in which you respond to the Open Theist interpretations of these
texts.
12. Bart has returned to your Bible study for a second time. This time you were talking about
Genesis chapter 1, the creation account. Bart asks, “Hasn’t science disproven the Bible?
How can you believe that God created human beings directly when science says that we
evolved from lower life forms?” Write an essay in which you respond to Bart’s questions
concerning the relationship between science and theology and creation vs. evolution.
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